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The Institute's Public Purpose: 
Exploring What's Possible in 

Education 

• Laboratory School for 200 
children, Nursery to Grade 6

• Teacher Education, Masters of Arts 
in Child Study and Education

• Research in Child Development 
and Education

• Dissemination of Best Practice



The Lab School
Philosophy

• SECURITY 
THEORY

• DEVELOPMENTAL
APPROACH

• INQUIRY-BASED 
LEARNING



“Whoever we are, wherever we live, 
these are the rights of every child 

under the sun and the moon and the 
stars.”

- For Every Child, Unicef

Raising Kids Who Care

• beginning in relationship

• creating space for 
open conversation

• teaching about rights

• connecting through
literature

• critical questioning

• integrating across subject 
areas

• modelling respect for 
rights

• promoting student 
agency

Teaching for empathy and advocacy 



• Inherent

• Inalienable

• Universal

Teach Children About Rights

• “Human rights are standards that 
recognize and protect the dignity 
of all human beings. 
Human rights govern how 
individual human beings live 
in society and with each other, as 
well as their relationship with 
governments and the 
obligations that governments 
have towards them.” – UNICEF



Article 2: No 
Discrimination

Writing letters 
to Free Grassy 
Narrows

• https://freegrassy.net/take-
action/

• https://www.amnesty.ca/our-
work/issues/indigenous-
peoples/indigenous-peoples-in-
canada/grassy-narrows

https://freegrassy.net/take-action/
https://www.amnesty.ca/our-work/issues/indigenous-peoples/indigenous-peoples-in-canada/grassy-narrows


Develop Familiarity with Children's Rights



Read to Inspire Change



• And Windows

• Examine and develop empathy 
for multiple perspectives

• Broaden 
understanding and awareness 
of rights, discrimination, and 
equity

• Disrupt 
the commonplace view (that's 
not fair!)

Read books/explore media and invite ref lection 
using a critical literacy approach

• Provide Mirrors

• Make connections to 
children's own lived 
experiences

• Fill children's buckets with 
positive affirmation about 
who they are and build 
pride in their identities



Critical Literacy Questions

Invite the students to analyze, reflect, and think 
critically about the stories:
• What is this story really about?
• Whose points of view are represented? 

Whose voices are missing?
• —Who has power and who does not?
• —What is the socio-political and historical context?
• What are the author's or the 

illustrator's biases and intentions?
• Which rights are being neglected or violated?
• Where are examples of discrimination?
• What needs to change for those rights to be met?
• Who is responsible for that change?



EXAMPLES OF RIGHTS EDUCATION IN A 
JUNIOR GRADE CLASSROOM

• Math

• Financial literacy



EXAMPLES OF RIGHTS EDUCATION IN A 
JUNIOR GRADE CLASSROOM

• Social Studies and Math:

• World Issues and Data





EXAMPLES OF RIGHTS EDUCATION IN A 
JUNIOR GRADE CLASSROOM

• Literacy

• Diverse graphic novel study



EXAMPLES OF RIGHTS EDUCATION IN A 
JUNIOR GRADE CLASSROOM

• Literacy

• News

• Collective action projects and 
integration across the curriculum

• Fundraising and awareness efforts



EXAMPLES OF RIGHTS EDUCATION IN A 
JUNIOR GRADE CLASSROOM

• Black History

• BIG statements, big opportunity to 
celebrate social justice









ACKNOWLEDGING THE TENSIONS
• Unpacking your own identity, biases, and 

blinders

• Knowing your students, their identities,
lived experiences, and perspectives

• Avoiding "othering"

• Listening for misconceptions

• Providing safe forum for exploring and 
developing opinions and ideas

• Balancing the burden

• Supporting activism in authentic and 
meaningful ways

• Embracing the fear of making mistakes





FROM NOVEL STUDY TO AWARENESS, 
ADVOCACY, AND ACTIVISM



Children have a right to know about rights

• Article 42: Everyone Must 
Know Children's Rights

"Governments should actively 
tell children and adults about 
this Convention so that 
everyone knows about 
children’s rights."

https://www.unicef.org/sop/convention-rights-child-
child-friendly-version

https://www.unicef.org/sop/convention-rights-child-child-friendly-version


THANK YOU



THE POSSIBLE SCHOOL
Daisy Gand


