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…Our recommendations

The analysis that follows shows that children should be a focus of efforts to address climate change, and play an active 
part in the decisions that shape their present and future. Members of the Children in a Changing Climate coalition call on 
governments to commit to six priority actions in the implementation of their climate change commitments.

01 Recognise the unique needs and capacities of children 

child-centred approaches to adaptation are effective and should be included prominently in local and national climate change 
and development planning processes. existing adaptation policies, guidelines and strategies should be reviewed to ensure that 
children are visible, that their rights are being respected, and that the root causes of girls’ and boys’ vulnerability are addressed. 
newly developed plans, including national adaptation Plans, should include child-centred approaches and ensure that children’s 
rights are integrated into policy implementation.

Engage children in adaptation decision-making, implementation and monitoring 

children are capable of developing and implementing innovative solutions to complex problems. local and national decision-
makers should provide the space and resources for children to contribute to adaptation actions as well as to develop their own 
solutions to the specific local climate change impacts that affect them. children’s views and ideas, and their right to participate in 
decisions that affect them, must be respected.

Provide children access to the global stage - and listen to them

as countries implement commitments under the UnFccc, children should be closely engaged in the design, implementation 
and monitoring of actions. children’s monitoring role should include a facility through which they are able to report back to future 
conferences of the Parties to help the UnFccc track progress and promote cross-learning between nations.

Build a climate change and adaptation literate generation 

Under article 6 of the UnFccc, governments have agreed that educating, empowering and engaging all stakeholders, including 
children and young people, is an essential part of the response to climate change. climate change and risk reduction education 
helps increase the adaptive capacity of children and their communities, fosters environmental stewardship and contributes to 
effective adaptation actions. increasing children’s understanding of the risks of climate change empowers them to influence 
decisions that affect their safety and wellbeing. governments should work to integrate climate change and adaptation into school 
curricula and ensure teacher training programmes include up-to-date and locally-relevant climate change information..

Focus on the most vulnerable

adaptation efforts should focus on the most vulnerable groups, including children. actions should be based on meaningful, 
gender-sensitive and inclusive consultations and participatory design processes that result in programmes that fully address the 
needs of the most vulnerable. adaptation funding allocations should be based on need, with more funding flowing to local level 
actions in particularly vulnerable communities and high-risk areas.

Prioritise community-based adaptation 

governments should prioritise local-level adaptation actions when framing and implementing national adaptation Plans. 
adaptation needs are greatest at the local level, where vulnerable people will be most affected. to date, the majority of adaptation 
funding has flowed to national-level projects. it is critical that funding for community-based adaptation is significantly scaled up to 
address priority needs and start closing the adaptation deficit. the specific needs, rights and capacities of children should also 
feature prominently in local-level vulnerability assessments and community responses.
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climate change & childRen

Climate change is happening now

Climate change is not a challenge for the distant future. Its impacts are 
already being felt by the most vulnerable around the world. At least 400,000 
deaths each year are directly linked to its effects.i As impacts intensify, 
this number will rise – with those living in poverty in developing countries 
the most affected. Unaddressed, climate change threatens to undermine 
progress in poverty reduction and risks committing a third of the world’s 
population to a life in extreme poverty by 2050.ii Climate change and 
poverty are inextricably interlinked. As such, international goals to reduce 
poverty cannot be met in the absence of action on climate change.

Extreme weather events and climate-related hazards are increasing 
in frequency and intensity – from floods and cyclones to droughts and 
heatwavesiii – resulting not only in rising economic loss and impact, but 
also lasting development setbacks. For example, climate-related extreme 
events are often the catalyst for the spread of diseases as well as 
widespread malnutrition.iv

Understanding the context is important for developing appropriate 
adaptation responses as contexts evolve over time. For example, more 
than half of the global population now live in urban areas, many of which 
are characterised by rapid, unplanned development.v This means that the 
majority of people affected by extreme weather events are now located in 
urban environments.vi Addressing the adaptation needs of children in urban 
areas is a significant new challenge.

In this context, it is crucial for world leaders to take bold and concerted 
action to support communities to adapt to the changing climate while 
agreeing, and establishing mechanisms, to substantially reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.vii

Governments must take strong action to protect children from the impacts 
of a changing climate. Countries will need to implement their commitments 
without delay if we are to avoid dangerous climate change. Children need 
to be at the centre of implementation efforts.
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Children are much 
more than passive  
victims of climate  
change - they are  
powerful agents 

of change
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Reducing risk, increasing resilience 
- seeing the benefits
Investing in the resilience of children will pay dividends. Research shows 
there are economic benefits to child-centred adaptation across at least 
three areas:

LOW COST
Many child-centred adaptation options have low upfront costs, 
including insecticide-treated mosquito nets, water, sanitation and 
hygiene training, and disaster preparedness education.

ECONOMIES OF SCALE
Children represent one of the largest at risk groups. By targeting 
their specific needs, we have the chance to reduce the impacts 
of climate change across a significant proportion of the vulnerable 
population. Child-centred adaptation also helps children develop 
the skills they will need as adults in a climate-changed world.

ECONOMIC GAINS
 Avoiding degradation in children’s health, education and protection 

could substantially offset projected losses and increase communities’ 
ability to engage in economic activities. The cost burden for 
households can be reduced by adaptation actions that increase 
children’s health and education outcomes. Furthermore, the future 
pay off for ensuring children’s access to these essential services is 
a brighter future for not only the children themselves, but the 
families they will grow to establish, as well as their communities. xxii

Across all sectors, where children are engaged in risk reduction and resilience 
building actions, our agencies have seen whole communities benefit through 
increased understanding and action on climate variability and change.

© Plan International
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case
studies

01 Understanding and addressing children’s  
needs and capacities through child-centred  
climate vulnerability and capacity assessment 

Integrating climate change and adaptation  
into school curricula in the Asia-Pacific 

Empowering urban children and communities  
to manage climate risks 

Creating change through communication:  
children advocating for action on climate change 

Managing the impacts of climate change on  
food security at the community level 

Ensuring sustainable access to fresh water in Africa
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was further eroding farmers’ ability to 

ensure they grew sufficient food for their 

families, reduced harvests were resulting 

in food shortages. While it was mainly 

adult practices undermining the region’s 

environmental sustainability, the impacts 

were reducing the entire population’s 

resilience to shocks – and leaving them less 

prepared for a changing climate. Children 

were particularly at risk, with their higher 

susceptibility to food insecurity.

As part of a broader community 

development and food security initiative, 

World Vision Indonesia is working with the 

local education department to increase 

children’s awareness of the impacts of 

climate change and unsustainable practices 

on their community, and to catalyse local 

action. The ‘green schools’ programme works 

in concert with the development of local 

community development plans with the aim of 

encouraging children to make a contribution 

to building community resilience.

Under the programme, local teachers 

were trained to help school children better 

understand the importance of a sustainable 

local environment for their lives and 

livelihoods. Students have learned about the 

interrelationships of trees and forests, soils 

and water, and how their local ecosystems 

function. A key issue facing communities 

in the district was the lack of forest cover. 

A concrete outcome of the green schools 

programme is the promotion of tree 

planting by students. Across the district, 

over 400 children from seven schools have 

participated in tree planting actions to green 

their local environment.

One student, 10-year-old Yudi from 

East Sumba, was inspired to further 

action after participating in the green 

schools programme. Yudi initiated a ‘child 

forum’ in his village to continue promoting 

environmental sustainability and climate 

resilience in his local community. A key 

outcome of the child forum has been the 

development of a ‘tree for life’ project to 

support the ongoing education of children in 

the area. To date, the group has encouraged 

over 400 households to invest in 

economically valuable trees. The plantations 

now cover over 150 acres and will help 

to both increase community income and 

protect the soil cover from further erosion. 

The child forum has also helped spread the 

message of environmental protection across 

the community, especially to children, and 

has organised mangrove planting in coastal 

areas as well as tree planting to provide 

shade cover in schools.

Yudi has identified three components critical 

to the success of the tree for life project:

01 Support of parents and families is  
 crucial to endorse the positive  
 behaviour of children.

02 Support from teachers is required  
 to encourage tree planting in  
 school grounds and for assistance  
 with procuring saplings.

03 Support from local authorities is  
 important to ensure the project has  
 room to expand and that children’s  
 contribution to local resilience  
 building is acknowledged and  
 encouraged. 

© World Vision
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Integrating climate change and adaptation  
into school curricula in the Asia-Pacific

case
study

02

Aquality education is a key building 

block for ensuring children are 

well-equipped to achieve their life 

goals. It is also a fundamental requirement 

for achieving all development goals.i 

Governments have repeatedly committed to 

achieving universal education and ensuring 

that school curricula equip children to 

contribute to society.

Climate change can have a critical impact 

on ensuring all children receive a quality 

education: it disrupts access, which shapes 

children’s future options and chances for 

prosperity. Climate-driven disasters, both 

small and large scale, interrupt schooling. 

When disaster strikes, schools are often 

closed, or used as community shelters. 

When crops fail, children – especially girls 

– are often kept at home to help out or as a 

cost-saving measure. Frequent interruptions 

to education can have long-term impacts 

on children’s ability to reach the necessary 

educational achievement to thrive in life.

As well as minimising the direct impacts 

of climate change on access to education 

systems, a second key challenge is to 

consider what knowledge and skills today’s 

children will need to thrive in a climate-

changed world.

Embedding an understanding of climate 

change and its implications into school 

curricula is an essential step to building 

resilience. As children better understand the 

causes and impacts of climate change, they 

will be better able to plan for, and adapt to, 

the specific impacts felt in their community. 

Furthermore, experience shows that 

children are effective advocates for action 

on climate change to their peers, parents, 

community and government. Child-centred 

organisations are increasing their work with 

education departments to maximise the 

benefits of climate education across a range 

of subject areas and to expand the reach 

and impact of this work.

Education systems can facilitate the 

knowledge, skills and behaviour change that 

successful adaptation requires. Increasing 

children’s knowledge and awareness of likely 

climate change effects that they will feel 

locally, as well as relevant and appropriate 

adaptation options, helps them to make 

informed decisions about how to adapt.ii It is 

critical to provide opportunities for children to 

apply their newly gained knowledge to better 

facilitate change in communities.iii

In countries around the world, the 

Children in a Changing Climate coalition 

members are working with government 

to develop and roll out climate change 

and disaster risk reduction curriculum 

materials in classrooms. Approaches are 

tailored to each country and local context 

and include a range of options, including: 

the infusion of climate change throughout 

the wider curriculum (integrated in to a 

variety of subject matters at a number of 

levels); using standalone climate change 

learning products as a compliment to the 

existing curriculum in specific subjects; 

and integrating climate change teaching 

into extracurricular activities. Education 

activities both within schools and with the 

wider community are a cornerstone of our 

collective approach.

Integrating climate  
change into curricula  
in the Asia-Pacific 

School-based education on climate 

change is an important component of Plan 

International and Save the Children’s work 

in the Asia-Pacific region. In many projects, 

climate education provides the foundation 

from which many other adaptation and risk 

reduction activities and outcomes flow.

In the Philippines, for example, laws passed 

in 2011 require the inclusion of environmental 

protection, disaster risk reduction and climate 

change in basic education. Plan International 

and Save the Children are working with 

local education departments to meet these 

requirements by developing Self-Learning 

Kits (SLKs) on climate change for a number 

of subjects, including science and social 

sciences. SLKs are sets of learner-centred 

supplementary educational materials on 

climate change adaptation. The original 

SLKs were designed for students in grades 

5-9 and were implemented in 27 schools 

across the provinces of East Samar, North 

Samar and Southern Leyte.

Initially the SLKs were to be used as 

a lesson module by students in times of 

emergency and disaster situations, and 

when classrooms were being used as 

evacuation centres and, hence, when 
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Empowering urban children and  
communities to manage climate risks

case
study

03

With more than half the world’s 

population now living in urban 

areas, including over a billion 

children,v the challenge of understanding 

and overcoming the climate change risks 

facing children in cities is urgent. The urban 

poor in particular are often forced to live 

in marginal and risk-prone areas – such 

as floodplains and river banks – in un- or 

under-serviced communities. For example, 

lack of access to sanitation systems and 

drainage can cause disease outbreaks 

during flooding brought on by intense 

rainfall events.vi As temperatures increase, 

children are significantly more likely than 

adults to suffer heat stress.vii This can be 

particularly acute in cities that experience 

greater than average temperature increases 

due to the ‘urban heat island effect.’viii

Children in cities are also susceptible to 

the secondary impacts of climate change 

that may more directly affect their rural 

peers. For example, if a flood, drought 

or cyclone damages crops, rural children 

may face food shortages. Urban children 

may feel this affect too as crop failures in 

rural areas often result in food price spikes 

and shortages in urban markets. A survey 

of children in urban Indonesia found that 

children are highly aware of these impacts.ix

While urban children face increasing 

climate risks, most tools and processes 

for community-based adaptation programs 

have tended to focus on rural areas based 

on traditional rural community development 

processes. While these participatory 

methodologies may, in some cases, be 

useful in urban areas, this is not always the 

case. Careful consideration of tools and 

processes is needed to ensure the right 

strategies are available and used in the 

urban context.x

Empowering the digital 
generation to reduce 
climate and disaster risks

Children living in the favelas of Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil, face significant climate and 

disaster risks. Floods and landslides are 

common, and poor infrastructure and a lack 

of municipal services increase the risk of 

hazards becoming disasters. 

With climate change likely to 

cause both an increase in 

frequency and intensity 

of rainfall over Rio, the 

favelas could become 

a much riskier place in 

which to grow up.xi

A key issue facing 

communities and 

local authorities in the 

favelas is a lack of data. An 

understanding of the physical 

layout of a community is crucial to effective 

adaptation planning. With rapid and 

unplanned development a constant issue in 

the favelas, keeping track of structures and 

hazards is a difficult task.

In response to concerns expressed 

by children about climate and disaster 

risks, UNICEF and the local government 

developed a child-led digital mapping 

project. UNICEF, with the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, the Public 

Laboratory for Open Technology and 

Science, and Innovative Support to 

Emergencies Diseases and Disasters, 

developed a cutting-edge mapping platform 

that enables real-time data collection 

through web and mobile applications.

Commencing in 2011, local children 

were trained in the use of the mapping 

technology. Children taking part in the 

project use mobile phones loaded with the 

mapping software to photograph problem 

areas they find in their communities – like 

blocked drains or congested 

evacuation routes. The photos 

are automatically tagged 

with GPS coordinates 

and uploaded to the web 

where researchers and 

officials can pinpoint 

the problem areas. 

Children also attached 

cameras to kites to gather 

aerial images to capture a 

different perspective and spot 

potential issues that may not be as 

visible at ground level.

For the pilot phase, 111 children in five 

favela communities were trained in the 

mapping technique. The children then 

presented the maps generated through 

their photographs to local authorities. Based 

on their increased understanding of the 

The challenge of  
understanding and  

overcoming the climate  
change risks facing  

children in cities  
is urgent
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childRen in a changing climate coalition

The Children in a Changing Climate (CCC) coalition is a partnership of five leading child-centred development and 
humanitarian organisations: ChildFund Alliance, Plan International, Save the Children, UNICEF and World Vision 
International. We have a commitment to share knowledge, coordinate and work with children as agents of change, in full 
recognition of their capacity to prepare for and respond to shocks and stressors. The mandate of the CCC coalition is to 
advocate for and promote the rights of children in global agreements.

As child-centred organisations, CCC coalition members believe that addressing climate change is fundamental to 
safeguarding children’s rights. Strong and urgent action is required if we are to ensure our children inherit a world with 
greater opportunities for prosperity and wellbeing. And, with serious impacts now unavoidable, we believe that child-
centred adaptation should be a key component of the global response to climate change.

While many governments and development partners, including the United Nations, have worked to address climate 
change, children have been under-represented in multilateral and national discussions to date. This must change if we are 
to enact the words contained in the post-2015 agreements and empower children to create a better world. Members of the 
CCC coalition will continue to work with and for children to ensure their voices are heard, their needs met and their rights 
and capacities to act strengthened as the world strives to address the threat of climate change.


