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 New Mechanisms to Fulfill Human Rights Commitments in Canada

Today the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children (CCRC) joins other human rights organizations in Canada to call for reform of the basic mechanisms for implementation of international human rights commitments in Canada. 

The occasion is the presentation of Canada’s official response to recommendations made by other members of the UN Human Rights Council.  More than 80 recommendations were made to Canada during its first review under the new Universal Periodic Review; many of them called for more effective and accountable implementation of Canada’s commitments under international human rights agreements, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Canada adopted twenty years ago.  The CCRC made an early submission to this process and has participated in consultations with officials on ways to improve implementation of children’s rights in Canada.

“Canada’s response today,” said Kathy Vandergrift, Chair of the Coalition, “fails to take the bold steps that are needed to close the implementation gap in Canada.”  She noted that similar recommendations for reform have been made in previous reports in Canada and by several UN treaty bodies.   “We hope Parliament will take up this report, when it is tabled,” she said, “and make the changes that are necessary to protect the rights of all Canadians, including Canada’s children. ”  

 The CCRC proposes reform in three basic areas, as part of its continuing efforts to achieve realization of children’s rights in Canada:

Structural Reform:  Replace the secretive Continuing Committee of Officials on Human Rights with an accountability structure that is transparent, has a mandate to take action, and communicates with the people affected by its decisions.

Useful Reports:  Reports should present the real situation of the people whose rights are being discussed instead of catalogues of government initiatives that may or may not be 

effective. Reports based on analysis of outcomes for the people being served by government policies could help parliamentarians evaluate the effectiveness of the policies and programs that claim to be Canada’s way of fulfilling human rights obligations. 

Continuous Improvement:  Action plans to implement recommendations for improvement need specific targets and timelines, with regular reports, starting within a year, rather than waiting for four or five years for the next international review process.

“Children’s rights are a good place to start,” said Kathy Vandergrift.   This year is the 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Canada presents its third report on implementation.   The report is already four months late.  The CCRC is calling for open consultations instead of the secretive process underway to evaluate follow-up to recommendations received in 2003 and progress made for Canada’s children. Attached is an overview of the recommendations Canada received in 2003 and ten steps that could make a big difference for children in Canada. 
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